
BENDING TERMS
Arc – The curved portion of a bend. See Figure 1.

Bend Radius – Distance from the center of curvature to the centerline axis
of the tube or pipe. See Figure 1.

Chord – Straight distance between the centerline points of any two points
of a bend.

Degree of Bend – Angle
in degrees to which the
bend is formed (e.g., 45
degrees, 90 degrees). See
Figure 1.

Grade – Manufacturer’s
specification of material
types of tube or pipe
(e.g., A53B carbon steel,
T304 stainless steel).

ID – Inside diameter of
the tube or pipe.

MinimumTangent–The
minimum length of
straight pipe on the end of
a bend required by the
bending machine to form
the bend.

OD – Outside diameter of
the tube or pipe.

Ovality – The distortion
or flattening of tube or pipe from its normal round shape caused by the bending
process.

Square Cut – Cuts made square to the tangent of a bend after the bending
process.

Tangent – The straight portion of material on either side of the arc of a
bend. See Figure 1.

Tangent Point – The point at which the bend starts or ends. See Figure 1.

Wall – The thickness of tubular material.

Wrinkles – Folds, creases, or waving formed on the inner radius of a bend
during the bending process.
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